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Abstract
• The purpose of this study is to examine community response to crisis and the impact of

intercultural interactions on the outcome of ethnic and religious group conflict. I seek to
expand the traditional theoretical lens of forms of capital (Bourdieu, 1986) to include a new
way of examining community interactions as they relate to intercultural capital. I use a
case study focusing on the San Martín Catholic Mission in Dayton, Oregon and the ways
this particular community responded to the crisis of the Catholic diocese threatening to sell
their property in 2010.
• I gathered data from a year of ethnographic fieldwork, participant observations in the

setting, and in-depth interviews with six individuals involved in the church and related
community groups. I analyzed the data using the expanded lens of capital theory to
examine the resource networks built through this event and their effect on the
communities. Themes such as changing roles of immigrants and minorities in the United
States, changing gender roles in community activism, and changing levels of activism after
community crises are resolved emerged from this analysis, which indicate the importance
of social factors in affecting community response to crisis.
• The findings of this case study have implications for how communities may need to adapt

to the changing demographic of the United States as the Latino population increases, and
it provides insight into patterns of interaction between ethnic and religious communities in
the future.

Research Goals and Questions


Goals:






Explore the factors that affect community crisis response
Better understand how communities develop and adapt
to social and cultural change
Expand the way we examine communities that exist within
multiple and intersecting socio-cultural structures

Research Questions:





What is the effect of crisis on community?
What social and individual factors influence crisis response?
What is the role of intercultural interactions in community
response to crisis?

What is “community”?
• Community – “A group of people who are mutually

committed to one another because they share common
goals and values”
• Communities allow us to create a shared sense of identity
and belonging
• Communities have intentionality, purpose, mutual
commitment of members, collective identity, and shared
goals and values
• Communities can be seen as social actors because they
can accumulate resources, interact with other
communities, and function independently from individual
members

Factors that affect communities


Space and Place: Physical proximity of members anchors a community in a
particular place that symbolizes values and beliefs people experienced there. A
place can be a “third space” that provides community members space to interact
with one another on neutral, shared ground (Oldenburg, 1997).



Religion: Intentionally brings together people who share values and beliefs and
seek mutual support through love and fellowship. Provides spiritual fulfillment and
often also serves as a source of social networking and other services (Wuthnow,
1994).



Ethnicity and Culture: Shared cultural traditions, values, and similarity of life

experiences among groups of people from a particular ethnicity increases the sense
of belonging that members feel in a community. Community values are culturally
influenced and differ based on the social-cultural context (Bellah, 1985).


Intersectionality: Complex model of thought that takes into account how

various factors such as ethnicity, class, race, and gender are layered and interact to
mutually influence one another and social structures (Hill-Collins, 2000).

Forms of Capital (Bourdieu, 1986)


Capital: resources and access to resources that enable groups or
individuals to “accumulate and mobilize social energy.”



Economic: material resources, money



Cultural: knowledge and cultural competence that allows one to
navigate a cultural system or society and that is unconsciously
accumulated through our life experiences



Social: networks and relationships with others that bring together
groups of similar people



Intercultural: consciously developed knowledge of another cultural or
societal system that allows individuals and groups to understand and
interact effectively with groups or individuals who are of a different culture
from themselves

Methods


This study draws from a year of ethnographic fieldwork at San Martín
and in the Dayton and McMinnville area






Participant observations in the
setting: Mass at San Martín,
community group planning
committee meetings, and
community events
In-depth interviews with snowball
sample of six individuals involved
with San Martín and its community
groups
Additional sources of information
included group Facebook pages,
newspaper articles, fliers and
documents, group websites and a
YouTube video

Background and Setting
• “San Martín has always had a sense of community. People feel

comfortable...People are very welcoming and very warm when you get there...and
there's always something going on...It's in like almost all Hispanic communities.
So, Hispanics like to party, and ... with our Hispanic community, there's always a
party, there's always something to celebrate and it's all wholesome, clean fun...
There was always that same warm, welcoming, Hispanic community – just like a
Hispanic family. Your big, big Hispanic family.” – Andrea

• 1974: San Martín is founded and built by a group of Latino immigrant farmworkers
• March 2010: The priest of St. James announces San Martín property will be sold
• Following the announcement, the Salva San Martín committee formed to organize the
community and save the church. They organized protests and fundraisers and sent two of their
members to Rome to present a formal appeal to the Vatican. Del Smith (CEO and founder of
Evergreen Aviation) purchased the property and donated it back to the San Martín congregation.
• December 2010: Archbishop gives San Martín permission to keep their church
• During and following the fight to save San Martín, multiple community groups formed including a
Youth Group, Mujeres Latinas Luchando por el Pueblo, and Unidos: Bridging Community

Discussion
• Space: San Martín provided a safe space where community members
could feel empowered and accumulate and share resources
• “Having a church founded by immigrants was like a little safe space where people could go and not

feel judged or feel like they belonged because a lot of the United States, if you're an immigrant, you
feel like you don't belong. The masses were all in Spanish so people could understand...It was like
their own little thing that they had that connected them back to their homes.” – Rosa

• Religion: San Martín served a larger role than just spiritual fulfillment
• “[When they wanted to close it,] we got comments like, “Well, why are you even trying to save

that church? It's just a building. Like, if you're going to be a devout Catholic, you don't need a
building to pray to God or to have a relationship with God. Who cares? It's just a building. But I
don't think people understood like, how much sweat and work went into that church; into making
that building into a church. I think that's what was valuable for us.” – Paulina

• Ethnicity: Culture and cultural values were central to this experience and

misunderstandings of cultural differences led to conflict

• “It was just like a home away from home. It felt like Mexico because the traditions and

everybody, they were first generation immigrants... That's why [my family went] – just the sense
of community.” – Paulina
• “I would say that [the priest] made a huge mistake by not understanding the cultural issues
involved, by not understanding why this church was important to a particular group of people”
– Julie

Conclusions and Implications
• To understand community crisis and resolution, we have to

understand a multiplicity of social and cultural factors.

• As the United States becomes increasingly culturally diverse,

developing intercultural capital and building bridges between ethnic
communities and the broader social context will help to avoid and
resolve misunderstandings and conflicts between communities based
on cultural differences

• The community at San Martín highlights a changing role of minority

communities – both in incorporating these groups more effectively
into US society and in recognizing their influence over our shared
future.

• We must move toward a more complex way of understanding

communities and how intersections of social factors shape our
individual lives, our communities, and our societies and use that
knowledge to adapt to changes we encounter in the future.

References
• “About Causa”. (n.d.) Causaoregon.org.
• "An Older and More Diverse Nation by Midcentury." Newsroom. United States Census Bureau, 14 Aug. 2008. Web. 1

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Dec. 2012.
Chen, K. K. (2009). Enabling creative chaos: The organization behind the Burning Man event. Chicago: The
University of Chicago Press.
Coser, L. A. (1956). The functions of social conflict. New York: The Free Press.
Bellah, R. N., Madsen, R., Sullivan, W. M., Swidler, A., & Tipton, S. M. (1985). Habits of the heart: Individualism
and commitment in American life. New York: Harper & Row, Publishers.
Bourdieu, P. (1986). Forms of Ccpital. In Richardson, J. G. (Ed.), Handbook of theory and research for the sociology
of education (Pp. 46–58). New York: Greenwood Press.
Brown, D. L., & Schafft, K. A. (2011). Rural people and communities in the 21st century: Resilience and
Transformation. Cambridge, UK: Polity Press.
Bruhn, J. G. (2005). The sociology of community connections. United States of America: Springer Science+Business
Media, LLC.
Das Gupta, M. (2006). Unruly immigrants: Rights, activism, and transnational South Asian politics in the United
States. Canadian Journal of Sociology Online.
Delanty, G. (2003). Community. London: Routledge.
Ebaugh, H. R., Saltzman-Chafetz, J. (2000) Structural Adaptations in Immigrant Congregations. Sociology of Religion,
61(2), pp. 135-153.
"Facts for Features: Hispanic Heritage Month 2012: Sept. 15 - Oct. 15." Newsroom. United States Census Bureau, 6
Aug. 2012. Web. 1 Dec. 2012.
Flores, W. V., & Benmayor, R. (1997). Latino cultural citizenship: Claiming identity, space, and rights. Boston:
Beacon Press.
Fuligni, A. J., Tseng, V., & Lam, M (1999). Attitudes toward family obligations among American adolescents with
Asian, Latin American, and European backgrounds. Child Development, 70(4), pp. 1030-044.

References
• Gonzalez, Juan. (2011). Harvest of empire: A history of Latinos in America. United States of America: Viking Penguin.
• Haught, N. (2010, March 15). Congregation protests decision to close the Dayton Catholic church in Oregon. The

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Oregonian. Retrieved from http://www.oregonlive.com/news/index/ssf/2010/03/congregation_protests_decision.html
Haught, N. (2010, June 9). Portland archbishop gives Dayton mission, which faced closure, a reprieve. The Oregonian.
Retrieved from http://www.oregonlive.com/living/index/ssf/2010/06/portland_archbishop_gives.html
Hill-Collins, P. (2000). Gender, black feminism, and black political economy. The Annals of the American Academy of
Political and Social Science, 568(1), 41-53.
“Iglesia Catolica de San Martin de Porres.” (n.d.) Portlandcatholics.com.
Jones, R. (2011, January 6). San Martín de Porres Mission begins working with Newberg church. El Hispanic News.
Retrieved from http://www.elhispanicnews.com/?p=1236
Keller, S. (2003). Community: Pursuing the dream, living the reality. Princeton: Princeton University Press.
Killian, L. M. (1994). Social change and race relations. In Charon, J. M (Ed.), The meaning of sociology: A reader
(3653-366). Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall.
Kouhut, A., Green, J. C., Keeter, S., & Toth, R. C. (2000). The diminishing divide: Religion's changing role in
American politics. Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institution Press.
Long-Garcia, J. D. (2012). "The Need for Closure: When a Parish Shuts Its Doors." USCatholic.org.
Martin-Barbero, J. (2006). A Latin American perspective on communication/cultural mediation. Global Media and
Communication, 2(3) 279-97.
"Newsroom." Facts for Features: Hispanic Heritage Month 2012: Sept. 15 – Oct. 15. United States Census Bureau, 06
Aug. 2012. Web. 20 Oct. 2012.
Oldenburg, R. (1997). The great good place: Cafes, coffee shops, bookstores, bars, hair salons, and other hangouts at
the heart of a community. Da Capo Press.
Putnam, R. D. (2000). Bowling alone: The collapse and revival of American community. New York: Simon &
Schuster.

References
• Rinderle, Susana, and Danielle Montoya. (2008). "Hispanic/Latino Identity Labels: An Examination of Cultural Values
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

and Personal Experiences." Howard Journal of Communications 19.2 : 144-64. Web. 19 Oct. 2012.
Salamon, S. (2003). Newcomers to old towns: Suburbanization of the heartland. Chicago: The University of Chicago
Press.
Selznick, P. (1992). The moral commonwealth: Social theory and the promise of community. Berkeley: University of
California Press.
"Services." Catholic data, Catholic statistics, Catholic research. Georgetown University. Web. 10 Nov. 2012.
Tonnies, F. (2002). Community and civil society. Harris, J. (Ed.). (Harris, J. & Hollis, M.,Trans.) Cambridge
University Press.
Walker, M. (2011, March 1). Father Coleman takes reins. The News-Register. Retrieved from
http://www.newsregister.com/article?articleTitle=father-coleman-takes-reins 1299016912--153
Walker, M. (2011, May 21). Latinos, Anglos mix at immigration conference. The News-Register. Retrieved from
http://www.newsregister.com/articl?articleTitle=latinos-anglos-mix-atimmigration-conference--1305995842--811-Weber, M. (2012). Class, Status, Party. In McGee, J. and Warms, R. (Eds.), Anthropological Theory (Pp. 97–110).
New York: McGraw Hill.
Wolf, E., & Hylland Eriksen, T. (1982). Europe and the People Without History. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University
of California Press.
Wuthnow, R. (1998). Loose connections: Joining together in America's fragmented communities. Cambridge,
Massachusetts: Harvard University Press.
Wuthnow, R. (1994). Religion, community, and the small group movement. In Charon, J. M (Ed.), The meaning of
sociology: A reader (315-325). Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall.
Wuthnow, R. (1988). The restructuring of American religion: Society and faith since World War II. Princeton:
Princeton University Press.
Zuckerman, Phil. (1999). Strife in the sanctuary: Religious schism in a Jewish community. California: AltaMira Press,
Sage Publications, Inc.

Acknowledgements
• This project was made possible by the strong community at

San Martín and the other individuals, groups, and
communities who have aligned with the belief in a united,
just, and intercultural way of life and who are willing to fight
for that reality.

• I owe thanks and gratitude to the entire SOAN department,

especially to Dr. Rob Gardner, my thesis advisor, and to Dr.
Jeff D. Peterson, my secondary advisor, who helped me
through this process.

• A sincere thank you also to my academic advisors, Dr. Hillary

Crane and Dr. Brenda DeVore Marshall, without whose
guidance and support, I would not be where I am today.

